ASTE Session:  Engaging Learners through Technology, presented by Carrie Day, Wasilla Middle School.
I love being inspired in a session, and that’s exactly what happened when I attended Carrie Day’s session on Engaging Learners through Technology. 
Similar to Carrie, I use technology to connect with my students.  I even created a ‘Digital Makerspace’ last summer after attending the School Librarian Leadership Academy and it later showed up in a Puffin article (http://www.akasl.org/puffin-news/digital-makerspace-what-will-you-make).  I had used a Symbaloo to showcase the links.  Presentation sites on the left, coding on the right, publishing at the top, audio & visual at the bottom.
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(screenshot of Valdez High School Library Digital Makerspace Symbaloo – retrieved March 17, 2019, https://www.valdezcityschools.org/Page/1762)
Carrie, however, does it better.  Much better.  I walked away with some helpful hints and ideas for some of the tech sites, and also inspiration to redo my own school website.
First, let’s talk about the website.  Instead of just providing links to the sites, she broke them down into groups and created pages for each category.  
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Screenshot of Carrie’s site, retrieved March 17, 2019, https://sites.google.com/apps.matsuk12.us/aste2019/home?authuser=0)
When you visit a category page, you will find annotations to help you decide which tool to use.  When possible, she has embedded videos that give an overview of the tool.  You might also find ideas to incorporate the tools into lessons or potential issues with a tool (such as a sharing problem for students in the MatSu School District).
I particularly liked her Timelines Page (https://sites.google.com/apps.matsuk12.us/aste2019/tech-tools/timlines?authuser=0, all screenshots below were retrieved on 3/17/2019) and think that it shows some great examples of helpful information for teachers and students.
You can see that first she gives an overview of timelines – what they are and why you’d want to use them.
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Next, she has a video with suggestions on how to incorporate “Timelines for Kids”.
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The next section on this page has six different timeline tools, with informational videos and a short written description of the tool.
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Finally, at the bottom she has links to other sites, and an explanation why one of them can only be used by teachers, not students.
[image: ]
Now that you are inspired to go explore Carrie’s website, I’ll share a few quick tips that I also picked up during this session.
· Keep track of your informational videos that you have embedded on your website by making a playlist in YouTube.
· If your class enjoys Mystery Skype, but is unable to connect with a classroom in a different time zone due to scheduling conflicts, you can use Padlet.com to ask/answer questions.
· Vocaroo (or other audio tool) lets you give verbal feedback to your students so they can hear you talking about their paper.  Students can use it for reflections or comments.
· Carrie recommends podcasts for students to listen as a prep for a lesson, rather than reading from a text book or watching a video.  She suggests that they can listen while doing something else so they are likely to stay engaged longer.
· Carrie uses Animoto to make book trailers.  She always puts credits for pictures, etc. at the end of the video.
· Carrie says that if you use Animoto Education (take pictures, add words, music, etc.), you can contact them and get a code for students to get a slightly longer video with no watermark.  Carrie has never been denied when asking for seats for education.  If you go to their site, (https://animoto.com/business/education), you can get information on creating school marketing videos.  You can also get video marketing assistance.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]One final fun thing – check out the Curiscope science shirt. I think kids would LOVE this augmented reality experience exploring human anatomy! 
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Timelines

Overview

Timelines help students understand the chronology of historic events,
and help students situate newly encountered events and figures in
relation to those they've already studied. They provide a visual aid for
identifying cause and effect relationships between events, and a visual
‘prompt to activate student prior knowledge

Today's digital timelines do far more than presenta static, linear
‘progression of dates and names. Online, interactive timelines support
visually rich displays of information—text, images, multimedia,
hyperlinks, even geospatial data—using spatial arrangements, categories,
and color schemes to convey meanine.
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Module Suggestion
» Practice using at least 2 of the timeline tools

+ Watch the tutorials and explore the website
+ Make a quick timeline of your life events
+ Publish your timelines

- Y

== 2010 2020 . Determine which timeline tool you will integrate infoa
lesson

Timelines for Kids

‘Timelines for Kids is an appropriate introduction or review
for elementary students.
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Multimedia Timeline Tools

58 Time Graphics: Awesome Timelines

Time.Graphics is a free timeline creator to easily incorporate History in Motion creates a timeline of events on a map
text, video, and graphics. Timelines can be downloaded & showing time.
shared
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Other timeline Tools

ReadWriteThink Timeline Maker
Historical Timeline Template Google Doc

Canva Infographic Timeline Template

Timeline JS: This tool uses Google Sheets to record the dates,
details, and images and then imports them into fabulous
timelines. This can only be used by teachers as a teaching tool.
Students are unable to share Sheets to the public which is
required.




image1.png
(@) symbaloo
Qa = 4 i




